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and magnificent cities had been built in the islands of-the
West Indies, in the Azores, the Canaries, and the Cape Verde
Islands. They had conquered Mexico and Peru, and the
Isthmus of Panama was a highway across which passed con-
tinually caravans laden with gold and precious stones, to be
carried home to Spain by great galleons. In those fifty yeara
many prosperous colonies had been planted in South America,
governed by the nobility of Spain, and sending home enormous
wealth of spices, fruits, and gold to the mother-country.

Against such success as this the English could claim but
little for themselves. The men of Bristol City had discovered
the land of cod-fish, and had brought back two natives of North
America* Their expectations of golden islands and lands of
spices and luscious fruits had been bitterly disappointed, and for
this reason their first enthusiasm for voyages of exploration
gave way to indifference. It was not until Elizabeth came to
the throne, and a new sense of patriotism stirred the hearts of
Englishmen, that our seamen challenged the might of Spain,
and by their daring and adventurous spirit made their nation
the greatest sea-power of the world.

CHAPTER III

THE SEA-ROVERS

WHEN Queen Elizabeth came to the throne in 1558 the Royal
Navy of England was hardly strong enough to attack the well-
armed Spanish galleons with any chance of victory, la the
service of the Crown there were only seven revenue cruisers in
commission, the largest of them no more than 120 tons, and eight
merchant brigs altered for fighting purposes. In the dockyards
of Deptford and Plymouth there were about twenty rotten old
ships, which had been built by Henry VIII. when the French
had threatened an invasion of this country, but no longer sea-.
worthy, and dismantled of their artillery.